
and sculpture 
memorial 
park [see p. 
5] honoring 
the sanitation 
workers whose 
strike in 
1968 brought 
Martin Luther 
King, Jr. to the 
city--and to 
his assassina-
tion; 

• the writing and production of “Union: a Musical,” 
a drama portraying the struggle of those sanitation 
workers, to bring that story out of Memphis and on 
tour (interrupted by Covid); and 
 

• the restoration (still in progress) of the historic Clay-
born Temple, an African American church of great cul-
tural significance that played a key role in that strike, 
underway with funding from the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation and the National Park Service

   At the presentation of one of the shows, Greg met 
Mike Bontrager of the Square Roots Collective here 
in Kennett Square, who convinced him to visit Ches-
ter County and consider doing for this region what he 
had helped accomplish in Memphis.  The result: the 
creation of Voices Underground.  At the KURC meet-
ing, Thompson said, “Chester County is ground zero 
for America’s first civil rights movement, abolition 
and the Underground Railroad,” but it lacks the appro-
priate memorialization.  For several years Thompson 
has cultivated the acquaintance of the persons, institu-
tions. and organizations in this area, including Lincoln 
University and Longwood Gardens.
   Thompson outlined the four major aims of VU, some 
already under way, others 5-7 years from realization.

1.) The establishment of the African American Cultur-
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   On the evening of September 23, Greg Thompson 
[below], the founder and Executive Director of Voices 
Underground, met the Kennett Underground Rail-
road Board of Directors via Zoom.  He explained the 
origins of his efforts, the parallels that he saw between 
our region and other pivotal locations regarding the 
Civil Rights Movement, the steps that VU has taken so 
far and those they intend.  
 Thompson has a Ph.D. in Civil Rights history 
from the University of Virginia, and he lives in Char-
lottesville, Va.  He opened his portion of the KURC 

meeting by show-
ing us the UVA 
campus, including 
the Jefferson statue 
that was the focus 
of so much vio-
lence in 2017.  He 
then showed photos 
of the very beauti-
ful UVA grave-
yard, with stately 
monuments, some 
to Confederate 
military.  Next to 

this serene and garden-like cemetery is a large patch of 
undisturbed grass, enclosed by a stone wall, devoid of 
any explanation.  People recently discovered that this 
field was the unmarked gravesite of many slaves.
   For Thompson this contrast is a nearly perfect 
metaphor for much of American history: celebration 
and memorialization of the story of white Americans, 
and the forgotten story of black people, hidden under-
ground.  Greg Thompson’s goal is to bring as many of 
those untold stories to life and light, “to work on mak-
ing the invisible visible,” as he puts it.  
   He has worked on major civic efforts in a number 
of locations, most recently in Memphis, where he was 
instrumental in bringing to fruition three important 
projects: 
 

• the creation of the “I Am a Man Plaza,” a landscape 

Voices Underground and KURC: Our Role 
in This Ambitious Undertaking

	See “Voices Underground and KURC,” p. 5.



	p.	2	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 The	Lantern,	Fall	2020

Board of Directors
Darleen Amobi
Adrian Burston -Vice President
Debbie Burston- Head of Marketing
Crystal Crampton
Dick Kittle--Treasurer
Terence Maguire--President, 
     Lantern Editor
John O’Neal--President Emeritus
Michele Sullivan
tonya thames-taylor
D. Lynn Sinclair--Administrator 
Chris Densmore--Board member Emeritus, Advisor

Volunteers:	Susanna Davison, Anne-Louise Jeffery 
Judy O’Neal

Early Quaker Abolitionists in Pennsylvania, Part I
by Michele Sullivan, KURC Board Member

   As a Quaker, I have a keen interest in the history of 
abolition. I discovered that, although Quakers were the 
first religious group to act against slavery, they were 
divided in their attitudes and actions. Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting (PYM) took nearly a century to force 
members to divest themselves of slaves. 
   George Fox, founder of Quakerism in England, sug-
gested that slaves should be treated humanely; he said 
in 1671 that Quakers should offer religious education 
and should free slaves after a service of 30 years.
   William Penn founded the colony in 1682 around 
the concepts of  religious tolerance and “brotherly 
love.” PYM guided Quakers to establish quarterly 
meetings for blacks. (Nash, 28) While he demon-
strated great compassion for the Lenape Nation in the 
Delaware Valley, he too owned slaves. Penn judged 
slavery to be crucial for building Philadelphia.  Quak-
ers were among the first to buy some of the 150 slaves 
brought by a slave ship into Philadelphia port. 
   Benjamin Lay (1682-1759) was born in England. 
By the time he travelled to Barbados, he had been read	
out	of (expelled) four British Meetings for his out-
raged tirades in Meeting, criticizing Quakers’ failings. 
Having witnessed sadistic abuse of slaves in Barbados, 
he arrived in the colonies in 1720 and joined a Meet-
ing. He continued his harsh criticism and dramatic 
behaviors while in wor-
ship. To make a point, he 
once kidnapped a Mem-
ber’s child and kept him 
overnight. Lay returned 
with the child the next 
day with the explanation, 
“Now you know what it 
is like for slaves and their 
families, when a family 
member is ripped away to 
be sold.” One may doubt that Lay’s presence in Meet-
ing was welcomed although one can be certain that he 
was remembered.  
   Anthony Benezet (1713-1784) A French immigrant 
to Pennsylvania in 1731, he was committed to African 
American education. More moderate than Lay, he was 
also more persuasive. He opened a night school for 
free and enslaved children and adults in his home in 
Germantown. He also helped to found the first anti-

slavery society in Pennsylvania in 1775. He founded 
the First Public Girls’ School and the Negro School 
at Philadelphia. He also helped create the First Anti-

slavery Society in Phila-
delphia. He was strongly 
opposed to the slave trade 
and slavery. He is con-
sidered “the most prolific 
anti-slavery writer and 
supporter of black rights.” 
He had a strong connec-
tion to the black commu-
nity and initiated many 
petitions to the  Common-
wealth.

 John Woolman (1720-1772) tried to live the life he 
believed God wanted. He became an itinerant minister 
walking to individual meetings, sometimes as far as 
1500 miles to N. Carolina and back. Due to his leader-
ship and extensive travel, Woolman ministered persua-
sively to Quaker Meetings about the “Golden Rule.” 
Woolman is credited with influencing many people 
during his travels, including slaveholders.
   These men were among many whose efforts contrib-
uted to the development of the Pennsylvania Gradual 
Emancipation Act of 1780.

I recommend the references used here: 
Nash, Gary, Forging	Freedom, 1988; 
Nash & J.Soderlund, Freedom	by	Degrees, 1991
   I thank Chris Densmore for his help on this article.
   Part II will be in the Winter issue of the Lantern
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“We Walk with Harriet”
Kennett Square, KURC Celebrate Arrival of Eight Intrepid, Hardy Hikers

   On September 10, eight weary women, led by Linda 
Harris, strode proudly into Kennett Square, complet-
ing their 116-mile journey on foot, replicating the 
trek made some 170 years earlier by Harriet Tubman.  
They began on Sept. 5, averaging about 20 miles/day.  
The group created a Facebook page to chronicle their 
journey, and they were struck by the generally positive 
and supportive reaction of people as they hiked.  On 
the first and last day they were accompanied by Ken 
Johnston, who made the same trek last winter.  He rec-
ommended they stop at Kennett because of the recep-
tion he received from KURC.  As they finally rested, 
there were 150 people of all races and ages who 
cheered and greeted them, including KURC Board 
members Crystal Crampton and Debbie and Adrian 
Burston.  These three gave each hiker a copy of R.C. 

Smedley’s 1871 book on the UGRR in Chester Coun-
ty.  Their journey was well covered by other sources, 
and we recommend the following sites.
•	http://www.chestercounty.com/2020/09/17/327788/-
we-walk-with-harriet-journey-ends-triumphantly-in-
kennett-square
•	https://www.wmdt.com/2020/09/we-walk-with-harri-
et-women-embarking-on-116-mile-long-hike-tubman-
byway/
•	https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/harriet-
would-want-us-to-women-walking-116-miles-in-tub-
mans-footsteps/2413904
•	https://harriettubmanbyway.org/newhtbw/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2020/09/LindaHarris_Middle_Brodess_
Training_800x600.jpg



dentures” and 
enslavement.  
An indenture is 
a contract. Each 
partner to this 
contract agrees 
to certain obli-
gations.  In the 
17th and 18th C, 
many indentures 
were a way to 
travel to a new 

country and to acquire property.  A person wishing 
to move to Pennsylvania but without money to travel 
and without land could indenture himself to work for 
a certain number of years and at the end of the in-
denture, receive land.  In the 18-19th C., indentures 
most often referred to a contract for a child to work 
a certain length of time, or until the child became an 
adult. The indentured person learned a trade and usu-
ally received two sets of clothes, a specific number of 
days of school, at least enough to become literate, and 
a Bible.  Life for an indentured servant could be as 
harsh as that of a slave, or the indentured person could 
be treated as a member of the family.  Indentures were 
used for transporting criminals or rebels to the New 
World to work. Sometimes the labor of an “indentured 
servant” was auctioned off to people who needed la-
bor. An Irish rebel sent to the West Indies had a better 
chance of dying from a tropical disease than living to 
regain his freedom.   
   In Adams County, PA, about ten miles north of Get-
tysburg, are the scant remains of what was once an 
African community called Yellow Hill.		Yellow was 
sometimes used to refer to relatively light-skinned 
mulattos. Other names appear on maps that suggest 
African origins. Timbuktu, for example, refers to a 
university in what is now Mali, a place not visited by 
Europeans until the 1820s. Anything that might help 
establish African American communities in the 18th, 
19th and 20th centuries is valuable in Underground 
Railroad research.
   What about the term, Underground	Railroad?  R.C. 
Smedley in his 1872 History	of	the	Underground	Rail-
road	in	Chester	County... writes about slave catchers 
being unable to follow “fugitive from labor” beyond 
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Densmore on Definitions
   Chris Densmore, Curator Emeritus of  Swarthmore’s 
Friends Historical Library and Board member Emeritus 
for KURC, shares some thoughts on evolving language as-
sociated with American history and issues of  race.
   Language often changes over time. Modern scholars 
often prefer to write that someone was enslaved, rather 
than a slave, or rather than referring to a slave owner, 
use the term “enslaver.” The United States Constitu-
tion totally avoids the words slave, slavery, or en-
slaved, speaking instead about persons “held to service 
or labor,” a category that would also include inden-
tured servants.  The word “servant” used as a way to 
avoid the harsher term “slave” sometimes leads to 
confusion about whether a term refers to a “servant,” 
who is or will become free, and slave, whose status 
was permanent unless the servant or slave was granted 
freedom (or self-emancipated). 
   A person of mixed white and black ancestry was 
called a mulatto. In the United States often any person 
of mixed racial ancestry was referred to as mulatto. A 
mulatto could be enslaved or free, usually following 
the status of the mother. There were further gradations 
of racial mixtures: quadroon for people who were a 
quarter black, octoroon for one-eighth black, though 
often Southerners used the “one drop” rule: any person 
with any degree of black ancestry was black. Sally 
Hemming’s children by Thomas Jefferson were octo-
roon. The result was many enslaved people who not 
only “looked white” but who could “pass” for white, a 
help in escapes on the Underground Railroad. 
   Sarah and Angelina Grimké were abolitionists who 
had left South Carolina in the 1830s because of their 
abhorrence of slavery.  After the Civil War, they vis-
ited Lincoln University to attend the graduation cer-
emonies.  There they met a light-skinned young man 
whose name was also Grimké. The sisters soon found 
out that young Grimkés and his siblings were the natu-
ral children of their brother, a well-to-do Charleston 
slave owner (enslaver). This meant that the abolitionist 
Grimké sisters acquired black nephews. The two sides 
of the family blended together. The unfortunate truth 
is that many mulatto children came from unwanted 
exploitation and unacknowledged abuse by white 
masters.  Young, pretty and “white-looking” slave girls 
were at a premium at slave markets in the South. 
   Indentures.  There is some confusion about “in- See “Densmore on Definitions,” p. 7



tion in 2021, with events in Kennett Square and other 
locations around Chester County.

4.) Perhaps most ambitiously, VU wants to create 
historical memorialization similar to the I Am a Man 
Plaza in Memphis and, in general, to create a tourist 
industry for this region based on African American 
cultural heritage and our role in the UGRR.  Thomp-
son points out that Longwood Gardens draw over 
1.5 million visitors a year, greatly enriching the local 
economy and the aesthetic appreciation of those visi-
tors.  Why shouldn’t some of those people, and others 
besides,  be drawn to the region for its cultural and 
historical significance as well? 
   To this end, Voices Underground has a Board, in-
cluding Greg Thompson and Mike Bontrager, but also 
Brenda Allen of Lincoln University, Marketing Man-
ager Marnie Conley of Longwood Gardens, and Anasa 
Troutman, Executive Director of the Clayborn Temple, 
who has worked with Greg earlier.  Alex Parham [left], 
a local organizer and entrepreneur, is the Managing 
Director of Voices Underground. He will be guiding 
and coordinating efforts here in Chester County.  VU 
has hired a major firm to explore what could be done 
in creating a park, statuary, and/or some other features 
of memorialization. 
   When Thompson had finished unveiling the various 
aspects of his plans, we Board members asked him 
how we could be a part of and of use to this vision.  
He told us that we have the stories that need to be told; 
that we know the sites that could be restored or en-

hanced; and that we know 
the local organizations and 
individuals who can be of 
help in this effort, which, 
Thompson insists, has to 
be a collaboration, not 
a set of top-down direc-
tives.  He wants to join 
our Board meeting from 
time to time, and to learn 
from us where the efforts 
of Voices Underground 
might be well directed.  
   These will be exciting 
times for all involved.       
KURC is pleased to be a 
participant in this  venture.
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al Heritage Institute at Lincoln University.  The goals 
are to promote and disseminate scholarly research 
on the UGRR in the mid-Atlantic region, ultimately 

creating a 
searchable 
database on 
a national 
scale for 
researchers 
and histori-
ans every-
where.  An 
initial con-
ference is 
tentatively 
set for April 
of 2021.

2.) Another major goal is to establish partnerships with 
local historical entities, such as Chester County His-
tory Center, Delaware Historical Society, West Chester 
University, Cheyney State, Historic Kennett Square, 
the Kennett Square Juneteenth Committee, and others, 
including, of course, KURC.

3.) Voices Underground wants to create a number of 
community experiences that feature both UGRR sites 
and black culture.  One example is “Secret Suppers” in 
verifiable UGRR locations, catered by African Ameri-
can chefs from Philadelphia and Chester County.  
Another is a three-day expanded Juneteenth celebra-

	from “Voices Underground and KURC,” p. 1.
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Tasting Freedom: 
Octavius Catto and the Battle for Equality in Civil War America

   This engrossing, fast-moving volume, written in 
2010 by historians and journalists David Biddle and 
Murray Dubin of the Philadelphia	Inquirer, serves 
many purposes. First, it is a biography of the brilliant, 
charismatic Octavius Catto, whose life was cut short 
by racism.  It is also a thorough examination of the 
city of Philadelphia in the decades before and after the 
Civil War. Authors Biddle and Dubin assert that the 
struggle for civil rights, mostly associated with mid-
20th C., really began in Philadelphia a century earlier.  
Tasting	Freedom also details, painfully, the overt and 
violent racism of most white residents of that city 
against the concept or reality of racial equality. 
   Biddle and Dubin chronicle the tireless and coura-
geous efforts of the African Americans of Philadelphia 
to earn decent livings, to fight for those rights denied 
them, and to achieve in their education a level of ex-
cellence that demonstrated that they were, if fact, the 
equals of the majority white population.
   The authors give an overview of race relations in 
America, starting in Charleston, South Carolina, where 
Catto’s family first lived as so-called “free” blacks.  A 
deeply religious person, his father William earned the 
trust of the local Presbyterian church to be ordained 
and sent to Liberia as a missionary. (Re-colonization 
of blacks to Africa was a concept favored by some 
blacks and many whites). William instead ended up in 
Philadelphia in 1848, as a preacher.  
   An eloquent and self-taught man, William soon 
made the acquaintance of the upper levels and intel-
ligentsia of black society.  One of the best aspects of 
this book is the delineation of those families: James 
Forten, his wife Harriet, son Robert, and granddaugh-
ter Charlotte, Robert Purvis, Henry Highland Garnet, 
William Still, Martin Delany, and of course Frederick 
Douglass.  It was fascinating to see their degree of 
interaction with and influence on their white abolition-
ists allies, such as Lucretia & James Mott, the Grimké 
sisters, Miller McKim, and William Lloyd Garrison.  
   The story of the I.C.Y--the Institute for Colored 
Youth--is a heartening tale.  Funded by Quaker mer-
chants who originally had in mind a trade school, it 
thrived in the 1850s through the Civil War and into the 
post-war period. Under the initial guidance of Charles 
Reason, a son of Haitian parents, the I.C.Y. offered 

strict discipline and an extremely demanding curricu-
lum: all sorts of science, advanced mathematics, sur-
veying and navigation, physiology and anatomy, Latin, 
Greek, and Spanish.  The students, including a young 
O.V. Catto, rose to the challenge; at graduation, stu-
dent delivered speeches in Latin, solved trigonometric 
equations before the audience, and greatly impressed 
their audiences of parents, Quaker professors, and 
local journalists.  The student/teacher ratio was 20:1 
(good today!), and a growing library was made avail-
able not only to students but to their parents, some 
of whom learned to read from their children.  Young 
Catto eventually become a professor there, and grew 
into an eloquent and charismatic orator and social 
activist.  Graduates of I.C.Y. became teachers through-
out Philadelphia and in the South during and after the 
Civil War. 
   As an adult Catto also became a star player and 
organizer of a remarkable black “base ball” team, the 
Pythians.  None of the many white teams wished to 
play black teams, and yet the resourceful Octavius 
managed to convince a few white teams in Philadel-
phia and Washington to play them--just informally, of 
course!  In two seasons, the Pythians lost one game 
See	“Tasting	Freedom,”	p.	7
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out of 16, and Catto was their best player.  Inciden-
tally, the baseball scores of the 1860s read like football 
scores of today; the Pythians beat one team 52-25.
   A parallel line of narration in Tasting	Freedom was 
the growing power of Irish politicians, fire companies, 
and gangs.  The most forceful was William McMullen, 
whose animosity toward blacks seemed boundless. He 
never hesitated to use violence, including murder, to 
secure power for the Democratic Party and deny any 
aspirations of black Philadelphians for civil rights. 
In 1863 Alderman McMullen sent a group of thugs 
into the Capitol building in Harrisburg. Earlier he had 
had them brag loudly about being ready to shoot any 
congressman who didn’t vote for the man McMullen 
favored.  His man won.
  Once the Sixteenth Amendment had been passed, and 
black men were-- in theory-- allowed to vote, McMul-

from	“Tasting	reedom,”	p.	6
len and his gangs disrupted the vote with bullying, 
beating black men and white men running the polling 
stations, and outright murder.  Police generally sided 
with the gangs and acted against the black voters.  On 
October 10, 1871, because he recognized him a pow-
erful leader among the black population, a McMullen 
crony murdered Octavius Catto--only 32 years old.
   Neither McMullen nor his henchmen were ever con-
victed of any crimes for that murderous spree.
   While reading this book, it was impossible for me 
not to compare those times with the violence and rage 
surging across our current nation, 150 years later.  At 
times, alternating between Tasting	Freedom and the 
news, I tried to assure myself that at least there is no 
longer any physical intimidation or even murder at the 
polling places.  
   But then I remembered that we have not yet arrived 
at November 3, 2020.

from “Densmore,” p. 3
the neighborhood of Columbia, PA. In their frustration 
they declared “there must be an underground railroad 
somewhere.”  Wilbur Siebert in his 1898 History	of	
the	Underground	Railroad, places the origin of the 
name in Ohio. An obvious error here is that railroads 
didn’t exist in Ohio that early.  
   “Tarred,	Feathered	and	Ridden	on	a	Rail.”  I was 
surprised to learn that few people today know the 
meaning.  It referred to a treatment given to a person 
to let them know they were not wanted and if they 
stayed on, worse things could happen to them. In the 
years before the Civil War it was dangerous to be, or 
to be suspected to 
be, an abolitionist. 
The mob selected 
its target and began 
to warm up a pot of 
tar, collect chicken 
feathers and a rail. 
They took these 
items and their 
victim(s) away to 
do the deed. The 
tar was daubed on 
the victim, he was 
rolled in feathers and 
seated on the rail 
then carried away. A 

rope around the victim’s neck served as an additional 
warning.  
   In 1840, Lucretia Mott was paying a religious visit 
to Quakers in Delaware. At Smyrna, the mob came 
after dark to take Daniel J. Neale, one of Lucretia 
Mott’s traveling companions.  Lucretia Mott was by 
far the most vocal of the group. Neale was a Quaker 
and an abolitionist but never wrote or gave speeches.  
But when the mob came for Neale, she ran behind the 
crowd, a woman weighing less than ninety pounds 
and by the standards of those times, ancient.  The mob 
was satisfied with daubing some of Neale’s coat with 
tar and sprinkling a few feathers on the coat.  It could 
have been much, much worse.
   Lynching is closely related to tar and feathering.  In 
its original meaning, it referred to a group of people 
who, without bothering with legalities, took it upon 
themselves to act as judge, jury and executioner, 
expecting no interference from the community. In 
the two decades before the Civil War, the term was 
most often applied to ridding the South of abolition-
ists, unionists, and Northeners. It was during and after 
the Civil War that the term was most often applied to 
black people, and meant murder.  
   Lynching as used today means the murder of a per-
son or persons by people unknown.  It is when some 
people take unto themselves the right to enforce com-
munity standards by violence and murder.  It exists 
outside the legal system. It is a form of terrorism. 
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     KURC President 
Emeritus John O’Neal 
spends much time 
looking for material 
relevant to the time 
--19th C--and the issues 
central to the Kennett 
Underground Railroad 
Center--the struggle 
to abolish slavery, the 
heroism of those who 
sought freedom and those who helped them, and the 
never-ending striving toward equality among the races 
in America.  He shares those findings with the other 
Board members, and for the last several issues we 
have shared them with you our members and support-
ers.  Others do the same, but John is our main source 
of a steady stream of education and insight.  So we are 
giving him his own byline and photo.  Enjoy.

•	https://blackthen.com/all-men-are-created-equal-
how-mum-bett-not-only-won-her-lawsuit-for-freedom-
but-was-assessed-damages-for-her-labor/
The case of Brom and Bett vs. Ashley 15 in ...Massa-
chusetts, argued that the constitutional provision that 
“all men are born free and equal” nullified the slave 
system in the state.

•	https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/
first-african-slave-ship-arrives-jamestown-
colony?cmpid=email-hist-tdih-2020-0820	
08202020&om_rid=355fbfe561561c748421183d268e
000b44330457b4e2a3bb7882b8cdd34897db
 On August 20, 1619, “20 and odd” Angolans, 
kidnapped by the Portuguese, arrived in the British 
colony of Virginia and are then bought by English 
colonists. The arrival of the enslaved Africans in the 
New World marked a beginning of two and a half cen-
turies of slavery in North America.

•	https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/black-history-
the-gist-of-freedom/id580034726
By Lesley Gist, The Gist of Freedom           Sarah 
Smith Tompkins Garnet was the first African-Ameri-
can female principal in the New York public schools. 
The eldest of eleven children, she was born Minsarah 
Smith in Brooklyn in 1831. 

•	https://thereconstructionera.com/podcast-eric-foner-
on-the-fake-history-of-reconstruction/

 Distinguished Columbia University his-
tory professor Eric Foner discusses how the positive 
achievements of the Reconstruction Era were rewritten 
to suit a white supremacist narrative that dominated 
Southern--and American--history for the next century 
and more.

•	https://slate.com/human-interest/2015/09/history-
of-the-underground-railroad-sydney-howard-gay-s-
record-of-fugitives.html
“Most Records of Underground Railroad Activity 
Were Destroyed. Not This One.”

•	https://www.chester.pa-roots.com/african_american_
research/slavery.htm
The origins of slavery in Chester County.

•	https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/
mason-bridget-biddy-1818-1891/
Bridget	“Biddy”	Mason,	born a slave in Mississippi 
in 1818, achieved financial success that enabled her 
to support her extended family for generations despite 
the fact that she was illiterate. 

•	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvNRU-
neUB8&feature=youtu.be&app=desktop
Historian, author, and educator, Dr. Kellie Carter Jack-
son, speaks about her new book Force	&	Freedom:	
Black	Abolitionists	and	the	Politics	of	Violence (Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Press) at the National Under-
ground Railroad Freedom Center on February 6, 2020 
in honor of Black History Month.  John O. writes, “a 
45 minute lecture, but certainly worth it.”

• Elizabeth	Jennings	Graham	-	Wikipedia
Elizabeth Jennings Graham (March 1827 – June 5, 
1901) was an African-American teacher and civil 
rights figure.  In 1854, Graham insisted on her right to 
ride on an available New York City streetcar at a time 
when all such companies were private and most oper-
ated segregated cars. 

https://blackthen.com/september-2-wealthy-black-abo-
litionist-james-forten-was-born-today-in-1766/
Local Philadelphia man does well with quite a bit of 
luck, both good and bad. Wealthy black abolitionist 
James Forten was born September 2, 1766 and influ-
enced the struggle for civil rights for many years.


